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FOREWORD 


This Bible coui'se may have various uses. It is sim- 
ple enougli to be studied by aii}' thoughtful person, 
either of the teen age or older, witliout the aid of a 
teacher. It may be taken together, in the open country, 
or in town or village, by groups who desire to spend a 
season in profitable Bible study. It should be found 
desirable for groups of new converts. It may be used in 
connection with the many efforts that are now being 
made to introduce Bible teaching as a part of regular 
public-school education. 

It is, however, particularly adapted for Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools, especially for those, in the open f, 

country or in villages, which concentrate on a two 
weeks session. It has been written to meet a need de- 
veloped in connection with the Daily Vacation Bible !.; 

Schools promoted all over the United States by mis- 
sionaries of the American Sunday-School Union. In ji 

many of these schools pupils have taken the courses 51 

arranged for the Junior age and desire to go further. ■ 

For such this course is particularly intended. I 

In adapting it to this particular need, and fitting it to | 

the point of view of the boys and girls, the author has , j. 

had valuable aid from Miss Ruth B. Taylor, now of |; 

Elyria, Ohio, who wrote the Teacher’s Manual in the f 

Daily Vacation Bible School series of the American | 

Sunday-School Union, and who has had much experi- ;;; 

ence in teaching the Bible to boys and girls. I 

Full particulars in regard to these Daily Vacation j; 

Bible Schools, and methods, of teaching therein, will be I 


i 
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found in that Teacher’s Manual, information regarding' 
which will be found elsewhere in this volume. 

■'riie. author is also indebted to Mrs. Laura Merrihew 
Adams for valuable su8'ge.stions growing'^ out of her 
wide contacts with adolescent boys and girls in Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools and elsewhere; and to Miss 
Edith Alice Friend, to whose knowledge of religious 
poetry and cultivated taste the choice selections under 
“The Lesson in Verse” are largely due. 

If this course awakens further demand, similar ones 
will be prepared on other portions both of the Old and 
the New Testament. The Gospel of Mark has been chosen 
for this first course because it brings the pupil into vital 
contact with the Lord Jesus; it is brief enough to be 
handled in the short period available; and it is full of 
the dramatic action which appeals to boys and girls of 
the adolescent age. Two editions are prepared. This 
one is for teachers; a briefer one, omitting some of the 
material, is available to be used by the pupils. ■ 

Much of the profit to be derived from a course like 
this will depend upon the teacher. He or she should be 
thoroughly familiar with the Gospel, and should love the 
Lord Jesus with a devotion which seeks to bring all the 

boys and girls into the same joyful experience.. 

The best preparation for teaching each, lesson will be 
that which Mark shows Jesus Himself constantly making 
for I-Iis work. There must be seasons of prayer, like 
those described in chapter 1:35 and elsewhere, if the 
true object of the course is to be attained. Earnest 
prayer: and thoughtful study are the two keys to unlock 
the treasures of this Gospel. If the boys and girls real- 
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INTRODUCTION 


The aim of this course is to give pupils of the teen 
age a connected story, like a moving-picture film, of the 
great events in the ministry of the I,ord Jesus. Tor this ■ 
purpose the Gospel of Mark is chosen. It is the shoit- 
est, the most pictorial, the most vivid of the Gospels. 
It deals chiefly with what Jesus did and less with what 
He said. Only the greater events can be brought out 
ill so short a course as ten lessons. This outline is 
planned to enable the teacher to do this to best 

advantage. , 

It will be necessary to confine the teaching to this 
Gospel alone and to dwell chiefly on the incidents which 
appeal most strongly to pupils of this age. The thir- 
teenth chapter, for example, will not be taught at all, 
because it is too difficult to deal with in teaching boys 
and girls. The Temptation will be treated only inci- 
dentally, since Mark devotes but two verses to^ it. Ihe 
well-known stories about the Birth of Jesus will not be 
touched here, since Mark confines himself to the public 

ministry. , , . 

Explain to the class the purpose of Mark in writing 
his Gospel. His very name, “ Marcus,” is Roman, as 
his other name, “ John,” is Jewish, He wrote first of all 
for those throughout the Roman Empire who had ac- 
cepted Christ, and others who were interested in the 
new message. For them he pictured Jesus as the great 
Servant of God; and, therefore, made prominent His 
deeds of love and power, more than His words, which 
have a larger place in the other Gospels. 

If it is possible to have the boys and girls read the 
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whole Gospel rapidly in advance before any lessons are 
studied, this will make all the later work easier for 
them. 

The aim of the teacher should be (l) to make a clear, 
vivid impression upon the mind, of the jjreat scenes in 
Jesus' public work in the order in which they occuiiedj 

(2) to show how unceasingly He labored for otheis, 
and how He brouglit blessings wherever He went ; 

(3) to show how His pure life and searching teaching 
stirred up opposition, and how in the face of it He went 
forward to the Cross, kf ost of all, the teachei w ho uses 
well the opportunity the studies afford will help the 
boys and girls to realize how brave, and loving, and 
mighty, and kind Jesus was, and tliu's make them desire 
to serve and follow. Him. 

The method will naturally be- different from that used 
in teaching the Bible to children. There the story told 
by the teacher, repeated by the children, and then talked 
over together, is the natural method. Boys and girls 
already know some, at least, of the incidents that will be 
studied here. They are also quite able to read, They 
should have in their hands a Bible, or at least a Testa- 
ment, and should be encouraged to read, either before 
the class period or after it, the stories that make up the 
lesson. A portion of the lesson may be read in class, 
and at least one great verse from it should be 
memorized. 

The best method for the teacher will be the conversa- 
tional one. After the first lesson it will be well usually 
to begin with a few questions on the lesson of the pre- 
ceding day. As the course proceeds, stories from the 
earlier chapters may be recalled. Only a brief time, 
however, should be given to this or there will not be 
time enough for the lesson of the day. In teaching the 
new lesson the teacher should draw out from the boys 
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and girls such knowledge as they have, and connect 
with this vivid telling of the new incidents in the por- 
tion for the day. To make the incidents more real, 
maps and pictures may be used advantageously. The 
teacher must be careful, however, not to let them take 
too much time, or divert attention from the story rather 
than illuminate it. The outlined lessons that follow will 
aid the teacher in applying these general principles. 



LESSON I 


THE BEGINNINGS OF JESUS’ WORK 

Read Chapter i. Memorise v. jy 
1. Till', ScivNES IN THE S'i'OEY 

Begin by telling that John Mark, the man who wrote 
this stoi-y, learned much of what lie tells iis from Simon 
Peter, whom we first get to know in this opening chap- 
ter, v. i6, and who was with Jesus through most of the 
scenes we shall study .about. 

Show what the writer thought about Jesus by what 
he calls Him in the first verse, which is really the title 
of his book. The first chapter tells us about (i) the 
herald, John the Bapti.st; (2) Jesus Him.self; and (3) 
the first disciples, 

(i) The Herald. Describe him. See v. 6. The hair 
of the camel was woven into a coarse cloth ; from this 
John’s garment was made. The locusts were large in- 
sects which when gathered were cooked and then eaten. 
Both the clothing and the food were such as the plainest 
of the common people would wear and eat. Palestine 
was a land of bees ; and combs of wild honey were often 
to be found in hollow trees, or elsewhere where the bees 
had hived. 

The herald knew the Old Testament. Pie was like 
one of the old prophets in that he preached to the 
people about their lives and how they needed to change 
them. Mark tells us that he was the messenger , whom 
Isaiah had announced. See vs. 2 and 3, and in a refer- 
ence Bible find where this passage conics from. You 
will see that it begins the second great portion of the 
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book of Isaiah, the part which tells about the Saviour 
who was to come. 

What had the prophet called this herald when he an- 
nounced him? See v. 3. Have you ever read anything 
about how the way was prepared before kings, in the 
time we are studying about, by a messenger who went 
ahead and ’announced who was coming? This is what 
John did for Jesus. 

Now tell the subject of John’s preaching.^ What did 
he say about the One who was to follow him, and the 
work which that One was to do? What did he mean by 
“ baptizing in the Holy Spirit ”? As the water removes 
impurities from the body, so the Holy Spirit, of whoni 
in baptism water is the symbol, is the purifier of 
the soul. 

(2) Jesus Himself. Tell what happened when He 
came to be baptized by John. Where was His home? 
Where was John preaching? Take a map of Palestine 
and trace the journey which he made. Would it take a 
few hours, or several days? All journeys at that tiine 
were made on foot, or on slow-moving' animals, like 
donkeys or camels. What happened when Jesus was 
baptized, and what meaning did it have? How would 
the words in verse ii encourage Jesus as He left home 
and began liis public work? 

Why did Jesus at once have to face temptation? Per- 
haps Plebrews 2:17, 18 will help you to understand this. 
How did the Spirit “drive” Him? Did Pie see the 
Spirit, or did Pie see Satan? Are they visible to, human 
eyes ? Or were they both voices speaking to Plim inside 
His own soul ? Perhaps you can find some picture of 
the wilderness mentioned in verse 13. It was the wild 
: rocky desert just west of Jericho. 

Why does Mark tell us that Jesus “ was with the wild 
beasts”? Did they hurt Him, do you think? What 
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sort of ■•ministry” do you think the angels did for 
Him? How would this experience prepare Him for the 

work He was now to do? _ 

What soon happened to John? What is meant by 
delivered up ” in v. 14 (R- V.) ? The prison into wlndi 
John was thrown, according to the Jewish histonun 
Tosephus, was at Maclucrus, in the wild mountainous 
region east of the Dead Sea. What was it that Jesus 
preached? Was this the same that John had preached, 
or was it something finer and better? Jesus was not 
satisfied merely with preaching. He set out to win men 
to follow Him. Why did He naturally begin witli those 
who had become followers of John the Baptist . What 
do you know about the way in which they fished on the 
Sea of Galilee in that day? Was it hook-and-line fish- 
ing out of a boat? If not. how was it done? 

Notice the names of. the men that Jesus fir.st won. 
We shall hear much of them, especially of two of them, 
as our story goes on. That story liM begun with the 
seashore and with nets and boats. That was 
business. Now what do we learn about the Sabbath, 
and what happened on it? Remember that the Sabbath 
was the seventh day of the week— our Satuiday wh ch 
was observed until Jesus rose on the first day of the 
week-our Suiiday-when it was changed, to be a 
weekly reminder of His Resurrection. How was the 
lewish synagogue like a church of our day, and how 
was it different from it? What happened m the syna- 
gogue at Capernaum ? What do you think it means by 
saying that this man had an “unclean spirit ? Why 
would not Jesus let the man speak when he was uiidei 
the infiuence of a bad spirit? How did Jesus s’ow that 
He had control over evil spirits? What effect did. the 
victory which He won over them m this case have upon 
those who saw it ? 
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2 . From tiii; Class 

Find what the boys and g-ids think about Satan, and 
the ways in wliich he tempts people now; also what they 
know about fishing, and what they think it means to 
become “ fishers of men.” See what they know about 
worship in the synagogue in Jesus’ day, and how it 
compares with worship in Christian churches today. 


flow did Jeisu.s, when He went into Simon Peter’s 
house that same evening, continue His work of helping 
people, and what more did He do in this Avay after sun- 
set ? Why would He not let people who had evil spirits 
tell aliout Him, as the man in the synagogue did ? See 
vs. 24 and 34. 

What did He do that showed how He got the power 
for sucli lovely and mighty deeds as those He worked? 
When I-Iis disciples found Him, what did He say about 
the work they had to do Which was even greater than 
helping sick and afflicted people ? 

What other good deed did He do when they started 
out to visit other places ? V erses 40-45. What do you 
know about leprosy ? Do we have any of it in our 
country? Why did they have so much more in Pales- 
tine in Jesus’ day? What did Je.sus tell this leper to do, 
and how well did the leper obey Him? Did the leper 
mean to act ungratefully ? Plow far will good intentions 
take the place of doing what is right? 

(3) The First Disciples. What kind of men were 
these who first began to follow John the Baptist, and 
then became disciples of Jesus? Plow did they show a 
greater interest in religion than they did in their busi- 
ness? How much difference did it make in their lives 
when they heard Jesus call them and they obeyed Him? 
Plow much did Simon Peter gain by inviting Jesus to 
his house ? 
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Find out, also, wliat they think about a carpenter, like 
Jesus, though He was not a minister, going into a syna- 
gogue and teacliing. Why would it be permitted ? See 
what they know about Capernaum and the Sea of Gali- 
lee, and the life along its shores as it was in Jesus’ day. 



3. Points To Make Clear [! 

(1) Without dealing with the forvi of baptism, show ! 

how Jesus’ example in being baptized should be followed ji 

by us. Why do we need baptism even more than He 
did ? 

(2) Draw the lesson for us from the immediate 
obedience of the fishermen to the call of Jesus. When 
Jesus calls us to become Christians, does that mean that 
we are not to follow any trade or business? Jesus 
knows the very best use that any boy or girl can make 
of his or her life. He knows that the world needs 
Christian teachers, doctors, dentists, editors, nurses, en- 
gineers, etc., as truly as it needs ministers and mis- 
sionaries. Every boy and every girl who becomes a 
disciple of Jesus should pray to Him for guidance as to 
what career in life is best for him or her. He may not 
make it plain all at once, but as each decision has to 
be made. He will certainly guide all those who sincerely 
and unselfishly seek His direction. 

(3) Teach a lesson about prayer from Jesus’ example 
in seeking His own strength by going, before dawn, to 
a lonely place on the mountainside to pray. If He 
needed to get strength in that way, how is it with us ? 

4. The Lesson in Verse 
Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult 

Of our life’s wild, restless .sea. 

Day by day His sweet voice soundeth. 

Saying, “ Christian, follow me.” 
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As, of old, apostles heal'd it 
By the Galilean lake. 

Turned from home and toil and kindred, 
Leaving all for His dear sake. 

; — Mrs. Cecil F. Ale.vander. 

In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
Beside the Syrian sea, 

The gracious calling of the Lord, 

Let us, like them, without a word, 

,, Rise up and follow Thee. 

I ■ — John Greenleaf Whittier. 

I . . 

1 If Jesus Christ is a man — 

I And only a man— I say 

i That of all mankind I cleave to Him; 

; And to Him will I cleave alway. 


If Jesus Christ is a god — 

And the only God — I swear 
I will follow Him through heaven and hell, 
The earth, the sea, and the air ! 

— Richard Watson Gilder. 





LESSON II 


CHOOSING DISCIPLES AND SHOWING fi 

THEM HOW TO WORK i| 

Read Chapters z and 5. Memoriae 5:55 !| 

1. Thu ScENijs IN THU vStory || 

(1) Review and Connection. Where did we leave | 

Jesus at the end of chapter i? Why was He there? i| 

What cures had He wrought? What men had He al- ;| 

ready enlisted as followers? Why would His return to ii: 

Capernaum now lead to the gathering of a great crowd ? | 

(2) The Palsied Man Healed and Forgiven. What | 

do you know about the kind of house into which Jesus | 

now entered? See if you can find a drawing of one, or 1 '; 

a picture, in any Bible dictionary. Wood was scarce, J 

limestone was abundant; so, houses were usually built J! 

of stone and plastered over on the outside. Often they 

were only one story high; and, for coolness, were J 

usually built around an Interior court. Many times 
this interior court was covei-ed with a tile roof; and it ; 

may have been such a roof through which the four !i 

friends of the palsied man let him down into the court I 

to hear Jesus. Such houses had outside .stairs leading 
to the second story, or to the roof. The roof was flat ” | 

with a low balustrade around it, and was often used in | 

the cool of the day as a place to sit. Now you can j 

easily picture the whole scene and. imagine what a dis- I 

turbance it would make in Jesus’ preaching to have the 
roof opened up and the man lowered down on his bed — | 

a pallet: much like a gymnasium mat— into the midst of | 

the crowd. I 
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There were in that crowd at least three different 
groups: First, there were some of the scribes, men who 
copied the Scriptures, and therefore weie supposed to 
know them and be able to explain them. Why weie 
they so critical and unfriendly? Ihen there were the 
palsied man’s four friends. Why were they so much in 
earnest? Then there were the Capernaum people who 
thronged the court. ^Vhat effect did the miracle have 
upon them ? See v. 12. 

In the cerrter of it all was Jesus. Why did He pay 
more attention to the man’s sins, which coirld not be 
seen, than to his palsied limbs, which were only too 
plaiidy seen? How did lie prove that He had the 
jrower to forgive sins? Why is it more important to get 
our sins forgiven than even to be able to walk? How 
does sin often affect the body as well as the mind and 
the soul ? 

(3) The Tax Collector Made a Disciple. Under what 
governiuetrt were the Jews at this time, and why was 
it so galling to have tax collectors constantly before 
their eyes? Why was it worse when the tax collector 
himself was a Jew? What other name did this man 
Levi have ? For the answer see Matthew 9 -.g. Which, 
do you think, was his Jewish name ; and which was his 
■Roman name? Why were these tax collectors called 
“publicans”? Why in people’s minds were they 
grouped with sinners? Why do you think Jesus called 
such a rnan to be one of His followers? How did Levi 
at once prove that he was going to be a real follower 
of Je.sus? that he was ready to spend what he had been 
making in an unpopular and unjust business in helping 
on the new work to which he was now giving himself ? 

Now for a harder question: Why did Jesus choose to 
have fellowship with such people as He met at Levi’s 
house? How does verse 17 answer this question ? 
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What kind of followers docs He want nowadays? Are 
'yon one of the sort that hie would like to have follow 
Him ? Do we have to become sinners first before we 
can become followers? If He calls us, are we, likely to 
answer Him the way L,evi did? 

Now, here is a more personal question still : How 
can we tell whether He is calling us or not ? Levi could 
see and hear Him; we cannot; how can we, then, tell 
that He is calling us? 

(4) Fasting and Sabbath-Keeping. What soon came 
to Jesus’ notice which was quite the opposite of His 
dinner at Levi’s house? Why did the people who had 
followed John the Baptist and those who had followed 
the Pharisees believe in fasting? Is it a good practice? 
How did Jesus defend His disciples for not following 
it? Did He mean that after He had gone back to heaven 
His followers were to fast? What did He mean by the 
figures that He used in verses 21 and 22? To this day 
skin bottles are used in Palestine for carrying water and 
other liquids. Y on may be able to find a picture of one 
in a Bible dictionary under the word “ bottle.” 

On the next Sabbath day— our Saturday — another 
question arose, which is more important for us than 
fasting; that is, the question of keeping the Sabbath. 
Tell the two incidents, one at the end of the second 
chapter and the other beginning the third chapter, 
which bear on this point. What do they show as to 
the right use of the Sabbath? From whom should we 
take our example and our instruction, both as to what 
we should do and what we should not do on the Lord’s 
Day, which we observe as our SalAath ? The scribes 
and Pharisees by this time were always watching Him 
critically ; why did they object to Plis restoring a man’s 
withered hand on the Sabbath day? How far were they 
now ready to go in opposing Him? See chapter 3 :6. 
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(5) Choosing the Ttveh’c. If the Pharisees opposed 
Him, how was it with the common people? What did 
He use as a pulpit because of the throngs? Why was 
He not willing to have unclean spirits tell who He was? 
Describe the selection of the Twelve, and notice what 
they were appointed to do. See the order of the three 
things in verses 14 and 15. Then study the names of 
the Twelve. How many of them have we heard about 
thus far in our study of Mark? Why were the two sons 
of Zebedee called Boanerges, or “ sons of thunder 
What name which has become a synonym for “ traitor 
stands at the end of the list? 

(6) Casting Out Evil Spirits. What was m ^tlie 
heart of the scribes that made them bring such a slan- 
derous charge against Jesus? Verse 22, How did He 
show them the falsity of it? What did He mean by 
verse 27 ? How was He proving that the strong man 
was “bound”? What sin is it that cannot be forgiven, 
because it makes one unwilling to be forgiven? Verses 
28-<?o. How did His family show their concern for 
Him, and how did He show that there was a tie closer 
than the tie of blood ? 

2. From the Ceass 

Find out what they think about how much sin hp to 
do with people’s suffering, and how we can get rid of 
it. If their ideas are wrong, show them the tiuth from 
the incidents in today’s lesson. U alk with them about 
the right ways of using the Ford’s Day, our Sabbath. 
Especially show what it is to be a real follower of 
Jesus, as made plain in chapter 3:14 and 15. 

3. Points To Make Clear 

(t) Jesus calls us to leave any dishonest business and 
to serve Him faithfully in honest business. We need 
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honest merchants, truthful school-teachers, and faithful 
public servants, as well as able preachers. 

(2) Jesus expects every one of us to be 11)1111 Him; 
then He can tell us the place and the way in which we 
are to go out and tell others about Him. 

(3) The great family of Jesus is the Church of 
Christ, of which He desires all of us to be faithful 
members. 

4. The Lesson in Verse 

Jesus calls us from the worship 
Of the vain world's golden store, 

From each idol that would keep us, 

Saying, " Christian, love me more.” 

In our joys and in our sorrows. 

Days of toil and hours of ease. 

Still He calls, in cares and pleasures, 

“ Christian, love me more than these.” 

— Mrs. Cecil F. Alexander. 


0 Master, let me walk with Thee 
In lowly paths of service free; 

Tell me Thy secret ; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 

Teach me Thy patience ; still with Thee 
In closer, dearer company. 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong. 

In trust that triumphs over wrong. 

— Washington Gladden. 

^ >!c 
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Who is on the Lord’s side? 

Who will serve the King? 

Who will be His helpers 
Other lives to bring? 

Who will leave the world’s side? 

Who will face the foe? 

Who is on the Lord’s side? 

Who for Him will go? 

By Thy call of mercy. 

By Thy grace divine, 

W e are on the Lord’s side ; 

Saviour, we are Thine. 

—Frances R. Haver gal 


LESSON III 

PARABLES AND MIRACLES 
Read Chapters 4 and 5. Memorise 4:20 
1. The Scenes in the Story 

(1) Linking Up the Story. How much can you re- 
member of what we have already studied in the first 
three chapters of Mark? Near what sea has Jesus been 
working? What different sorts of sick people has He 
healed? What disciples has He chosen? Where have 
we found Him preaching? Who made up His audi- 
ences? Who were the religious leaders of the Jews, 
and how did they like Jesus’ work? What did they do 
to hinder it? 

(2) Teaching by the Seaside. Again we find Jesus 
using a boat as His pulpit. These fishing boats were 
large enough to hold from ten to twenty people. They 
were fitted with a sail, but also with oars. The boat 
was anchored near the pebbly shore of the sea, and 
Jesus sat, probably on the bow, where He could I'e^lUy 
be both seen and heard by the crowd on the shore. This 
time He taught in parables that is._ in stories taken 
from earthly scenes but carrying a spiritual message. 

Tell the first story that He told. The sower on the 
hillsides of Galilee walked along the furrows, carrying 
a bag of seed and scattering it broadcast. Perhaps all 
four kinds of soil which Jesus mentioned were m sight 
as He taught. First of all there would be the narrow 
unfenced footpath, trodden hard by many feet. Ihen 
there would be the spots where the underlying lime- 
stone came to the surface, or near it. so that there was 
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little ov no soil. Then there would be the soil that was 
covered by brambles. The traveler to Pale.stine, even to 
this day, as the writer knows, finds that wherever the 
soil has not been faithfully cultivated it is apt to be 
covered by low brambles. The fourth kind was the 
clean, rich, productive soil. 

Probably all four kinds of people represented by these 
four kinds of soil were in the crowd to whom Jesus 
spoke. Certainly they are in the world today. Tell who 
you think are meant by each of the four kinds of soil. 
To do this you will have the help of Jesus in the ex- 
planation which I-Ie gave to the Twelve and other inter- 
ested followers. The “mystery” of the Kingdom of 
God is not something' that we cannot find out, but some- 
thing which is hidden from outsiders and made plain to 
insiciers. Something like this is true of many secret 
societies today. Verse 12 does not mean that Jesus 
does not want people to know, but that following tlim 
is the key to knowledge. Those that do not follow will 
not understand. Is this true today ? Why do so many 
people have wrong ideas about Christianity, and about 
Jesus, and about the Church, and about Jesus’ teaching? 
What can be done, do you think, to change rocky soil, 
aiid wayside soil, and brambly soil, into good soil from 
which a harvest can be produced? 

What does Jesus go on to say about the right place 
a lamp? (They had no candles in those days/ 
lamp.s molded from clay, in which a wick was 
fed by olive oil.) What warning did lie spealc!, 
the responsibility of those that hear? See how 
important it was by the way in which He repeated 


the growing 
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What does the story of the tiny mustard seed, and & 

the great bush that grew from it, show about what can si! 

be the outcome of even a small grain of truth ? 

(3) Qmeting the Storm. Tell this story in your own 

words, but as vividly as Mark does in verses 35-41 . ii 

Show how it brings out Jesus’ weariness ; they did not ;>! 

wait to make any preparation, but just sailed off “ even tii 

as He was.” Moreover, He slept soundly in spite of the fi 

boisterous wind and the rolling waves. Who only can ;; 

control nature as He did? What did the disciples who ir 

saw the miracle think about it? r 

There should be nothing surprising in the fact that 
the Son of God, through whom in the beginning the > 

Father made all things (John 1:3), should, when He 
came to earth, control what He had made. 

(4) . Delivering the Tomb-Dweller. Make this pic- : 1 

ture a vivid one also, as Mark does. There is a spot j: 

on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee with a plateau 

on top, steep banks, narrow beach, and deep water just 

off shore. There this miracle no doubt occurred. What r 

does it show about Jesus’ control over human lives as | 

well as over nature’s forces? What shows the selfish 

character of the people who cared more for their swine 

than they did for the human sufferer? . | 

What did these Gadarene people lose by their request J 

to Jesus? Do you think that Jesus knew what would 
happen when He let the evil spirits go into the swine? r, 

If He did, was it right to let people’s property be de- 
•istroyed in tliat way ? What is worth more than swine? j 

Notice the difference between the prayer of the swine i| 

owners in verse 17 and that of the transformed man in 
verse 18. What made their feeling toward Jesus so s 

different ? How did the redeemed man become a in 

missionary? 

(^) Healing the Woman Who Touched His Garment. 
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Here was a ease of timid faith lliat was yet stiong 
cmomi-h to In-ing its reward. Why did Jesus, when she 
shrank from notice, think it best to make her conspic- 
uous ? How did He show tenderness and kindness 

(6) Raising the Ruler’s Daughter to^ Ltje. Of all the 
stories of our lesson thi.s is tlie loveliest for boys and 
eirh How old was this ffirl? How did her father 
show his love for her? How did the rulers friends 
behave^ Do you think it shows real sympathy foi those 
in sorrow to weep and to wail with them? How du 
Jesus show His tender-heartedness here, and how did 
He show His power? How. also, did He show His 
practical wisdom, after the child had been lirought back 
to life? 

2. Fkom thk Class 

Draw out from them what they k-now about sowing 
seed, and then use it, as Jesus did, to show how truth 
works in the heart. Find out whether any of the boys 
or girls have been in great danger, as the disciples were 
on the boat in the storm. Talk about the right thing to 
do at such times. Talk with them, also, about the right 
tiling? to do when sickness conies into the home and we 
are anxious about those we love. 

3. Points To Make C-Lr^AR , 

(1) As the growth of the seed depended on the soil, 
what we get from these Bible lessons will depend upon 

, ns ; upon how we take them into pur hearts and act 

upon them. _ . : . .. 

(2) We must know Jesus well in quiet times it we , 
are to 'get His help when the storm blows, : Stress this. 

(3) We must love truth more than anything that we 
eat or wear, . 
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For He healed their sick at even, and He cured the 
leper’s sore, 

And sinful men and women sinned no more; 

And the world grew mirthful-hearted, and forgot its 
misery 

When the glory of the Lord was passing by- 


Jesus himself is the Truth (John 14:6). Putting 
tilings, however beautiful or desirable, in His place is 
really idol worship. 

(4) Jesus says to every boy and girl what Pie .said 
to the ruler’s daughter, “ Arise.” He knows when we 
do wrong, and He knows that doing wrong leads to 
death. He calls us to turn aw.ay from sin, and to love 
and follow Him. Idlene.ss had no more appeal to Jesus 
than it has to any wide-awake boy or girl. When they 
know Him, they at once find in witnessing for and 
serving Plim abundant use for all their powers. 


>■ 4. Thi? Licsson in Vbrse 

0 God, by Whom the seed is given. 

By Whom the harvest’s blest. 

Whose Word like manna showered from heaven 
Is planted in our breast; 


Preserve it from the passing feet. 
And plunderers of the air, 
■The sultry sun’s intensest heat. 
And weeds of worldly care ! 


Though buried deep, or thinly strown. 

Do Thou thy grace supply; 

'I'hfe hope in earthly furrows sown 
Shall ripen in the sky 1 

— Reginald Heber. 
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Not in robes of purple splendor, but in lives that do 
His will, 

In patient acts of kindness conies He still ; 

And the people cry with wonder, though no sign is in 
tlie sky, 

That the glory of the Lord is passing by. 

— W. J. Daivson. 

Jjt ;|t ^ 

O Maker of the mighty deep 
Whereon our vessels fare, 

Above our life’s adventure keep 
Thy faithful watch and care ! 

In Thee we trust, whtite’er befall ; 

Thy sea is great, our boats are small ! 

■ — Henry van Dyke. 


LESSON IV 


WORKING THROUGH THE TWELVE 

Read Chapters 6 atid p. Memorise p:S7 

1. Tnn Scenes in the Story 

(i) Reviezv. Connect this story with the previous 
ones by recalling the different groups that have 
thronged Jesus. Remembei-, first, the throngs that 
gathered with their sick at Capernaum at the close of 
His first great day of healing. See chapter i. Second, 
how they thronged the house in Capernaum so that the 
four friends of the palsied man could only reach Jesus 
through the roof. Chapter 2. Then how great multi- 
tudes came from as far as Jerusalem, and from beyond 
Jordan, and even from Tyre and Sidon up the seacoast, 
.so that He could only teach them by making a boat His 
pulpit. Chapter 3. Then how the people thronged Him 
so that His own family tried in vain to interrupt Him 
in His work. Also chapter 3. 

Then, again by the seaside when He taught by para- 
bles, chapter 4, and could only get relief from the 
crowds by going to the other side of the lake in the 
boat ; and, finally, recall the day when the_ crowds 
pressed Him so, that the woman who sought Him could 
only touch the hem of His garment; and the ruler who 
sought Him for his child was hindered until the child 
was dead, chapter 5. Now contrast with all these 
scenes of enthusiastic interest the reception Pie had m 
His own town of Nazareth. Plow did the unbeheP of 
His neighbors prevent their getting a blessing from His 
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work?. What effect did their unbelief have even upon 
Jesus? 6:6. 

(2) Sending Out the Twelve. Why did He send 
them out by twos, do you think; and why instruct them 
to carry so little with them on their journey? Where 
were they to tarry, and why? What was the meaning 
of the expressive sign they were to make when they 
left a place that did not receive them? 

What succes.s did they have? What effect did their 
work have upon King Herod? This is not that Herod 
called “ the Great,” who was king over JudEca and Gali- 
lee at the time when Jesus was born. This was one of 
his sons, commonly known as “ .Herod Antipas,” who 
was the ruler of Galilee only. He had a capital at 
Sepphoris, only a few miles from Nazareth, He di- 
vorced his own wife and took Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife. She was the stronger character, and had 
an evil influence over him, as Jezebel did over King 
Allah in Old Testament times. 

Tell the story of his banquet ; of Salome’s dancing : 
of his foolish promise; of Herodias’ cruel .shrewdness 
in seizing her opportunity to secure the death of the 
man who had been brave enough to speak the truth to 
her and Plerod, as Elijah had done to Ahab and Jeze- 
bel. The story shows how a weak man violated his 
conscience, and took the life of a righteous man who 
was brave enough to obey his. Plere again we are re- 
minded of the heroism of the man who for righteOu.S- 
ness’ sake looked death straight in the eye. : 

(2) Peeding Five Thousand Men. See if you can 
make a word picture of this great miracle so that the 
scene will : .stand out before the eye. Nothing in this 
Gospel is more picturesque. By “ desert place ” Mark 
merely means a, place where 110 people dwelt; that it 
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was not a sandy or rocky waste we know by the refer- 
ence to the green grass on which the people sat. 

The word “ranks ” in verse 40 is not a military, l)ut 
a horticultural word. You might tramslate it, “ they sat 
down in flowerbeds.” Oriental people wear clothes of 
bright colors. Peter, who gave Mark the story of this 
scene as he recalled it, thoitght of the beautiful picture 
made by the five thousand brightly clothed people sit- 
ting in the light of the evening sun on a green hillside. 
IIow did the miracle show Jesus’ wonderful power . 
What doe,s it tell about what He came into the world 
to do ; and what does the way in which it was wu-ought 
teach us about the right ways of doing things for Plim . 

(4) Saving the Disciples in the Storm. Here again 
is a vivid picture. The scene of the feeding of the 
multitudes was on the northeastern shore of the lake. 
To come back to Bethsaida they had to row across the 
lake, a distance here of five or six miles. At that tune 
the night was divided into watches rather than into 
hours. The fourth watch would be from about 3 a.m. 
until dawn. Describe the scene as it was when Je^is 
appeared. Why do you think He first moved as if He 
would pass them? What wonderful words of comfort 
and cheer did He speak? and what effect upon the ele- 
ments followed His coming into the boat? 

What was it (v. 52) that they had failed to leain 
from the feeding of the multitudes? Jesus was so 
human and friendly that they found it hard to believe 
that He was God as well as man. How is it with you. 
Do you think of Him as the Lord of heaven and earth, 
or only as Jesus of Nazareth? Do you know how to go 
to Him for help wlien the .stormy times come 111 your 

Makes One Really Unclean? ^ What effect 
, / did these great miracles have upon Jesus popularity ? 
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Sec verses 53-56 of chapter 6. In contrast with the 
crowds that came to get help from Flim, who came only 
to spy and to find fault, and if possible to stop Hint in 
His career? What was the only thing they could dis- 
cover to find fault about? “ Tradition ” is a word used 
for the customs that are handed down from earlier 
generations. What was the custom which Je,sus’ dis- 
ciples were violating? How did Jesus show that while 
the Pharisees kept customs like the washing of hands, 
etc., they were yet taking the very heart out of the 
Word of God and making it empty ? What is the real 
source from which the evil things come in our lives; 
and what is the only way to get the spring clean so 
that tlie stream that comes from it will be clean also? 

(6) Rewarding Needy People’s Faith. How can it 
be that a little child may have an unclean spirit in the 
heart, and unclean words on the lips? Evil influences, 
may be greatly to blame, but uncleanness does not enter, 
the heart unless the heart opens to admit it. How did 
the mother face discouragement and win the blessing ,|dr, ;, 
her child? How were deaf ears opened, and dumb lips 
made to speak? What sign was this of the work that,; 
the gospel is meant to do ? Review now the “ signs ”:'tn 
the two chapters, and, reckon up what different deeds of 
kindness, and mercy, and power we have here found 
Je.sus doing for people in need. 

2. From THE CuASS 

Should we keep a promise to do wrong, as Herod 
did? In the time of storm shall we drop the oars and 
pray, or shall we row and pray also?. What are some 
of the be.st ways of keeping the mind free from evil 
thoughts? 

3. Points To Maee Cr,^,AR 

(l) All honest work is honorable. " Jesus never. would 
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have touched any work that involved lawbreaking, or 
deceiving or harming others. But He was a carpenter, 
and a good one, and Fie became the greatest of all 
teachers. What would you like to be? 

(2) Beware of bad company. Herod knew what was 
right, but he was afraid to do it because of the com- 
pany he was in. 

(3) We need never be afraid of danger so long as we 
are where Jesus tells us to go. The disciples were safe 
in a stormy sea because they were going where Fie had 
sent them. 

(4) Jesus can take the evil spirit out of a girl’s heart 
or a boy’s heart, and lie will do it when His help is 
earnestly sought by those who have faith in Him. 


4. The Lesson in Verse 

it is not the lad’s own fishes, 

Nor the lad's own barley cakes 
That the loving Saviour blesses 
And with vast enrichment breaks, 


Likely ’twas his mother gave them 
From her poor, precarious hoard, 
And he only chanced to save them 
And to give them to the Lord. 


Mine, or thine — who cares who buys it? 

Out of books or out of head?— - 
If the Saviour magnifies it. 

And the multitudes are fed! 

■ — Amos R. Wells. 



34 STORY OP THE LORD JBS'US—MARK 


Lord Christ came walking, 
Walking on the sea ; 

All the little wind-swept waves 
Leaping to His knee; 

Lord Christ was beautiful 
In His mastery. 


Dim light of clouded stars 
Showed Him tall and clear; 
Heart.s full of yearning dread 
Failed as He drew near ; 

And above the wind and wave 
Rose the cry of fear. 


Low came the words He spoke, 

Six words of grace ; 

“ It is 1 ; be not afraid ! ” 

— Then they saw His face! 

— Marion Couthouy Smith, in the , 
Youth’s Companion. 

t * •* !l< 

livery mason in the eparry, every builder on the shore, 
Every woodman in the forejst, every boatman at the oar. 
Hewing wood and drawing water, splitting stones and 
clearing sod. 

All the dusty ranks of labor, in the regiment of God, ; 
March together toward His temple, . do the tasks His 
hands prepare; 

Flonest toil is holy seiwice, faithful work is praise and 
prayer. 

— Plenry van Dyke. 


LESSON V 


MAKING CLEAR WHO HE REALLY WAS 


Read Chapters 8 and 9- Memorise S:j4 

1, Thu Scunes in the Story 

(1) Feeding Another Hungry Multitude. Review by 
recalling the story of the Feeding of the Five Thousand. 
The “again” in verse i i-efers to it. How does this 
story differ from the earlier one? The twelve baskets 
there may show that Fie had food for the Jewish people 
(twelve tribes) ; the seven baskets here that Fie had 
food for the hungry world. The figure seven in the 
Bible usually means "the whole”; as in tiie seven days 
of creation, etc. These miracles of feeding the multi- 
tude were not merely meant to show that Jesus had 
more than human power, and that Fie had tender sym- 
pathy, for people in need; they were specially to show 
that He had come to provide food for the soul. This is 
plain from Flis talk with the disciples in verse.s 14 to 21. 
Just as a good teacher stirs up slow-minded boys and 
girls, so He stirred the disciples' minds to have them 
grasp the meaning of the miracles. 

(2) Opening Blind £,yes. There was a lesson here 
in the way Jesus gave the man his sight. At first he 
.saw everything imperfectly, but later clearly. This is 
what was happening to the disciples; and what often 




happens to us. 

(3) The . Greatest of All Lessons. Jesus and the dis- 
ciples are now outside of Galilee, in the neighborhood of 
Ctesarea: Philippi, near the head waters of the Jordan. 
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This was a new city named after the Roman emperor 
and Philip, the governor of tlie district. Jesus began 
by asking the disciples what opinion about Him they 
lieard people expressing. 'This was to bring out what 
effect His miracles atid teaching had by this time made, 
lie was however most concerned about the effect these 
deeds and words of His were having upon the disciples. 
Plow did Peter state the conviction they had reached ? 
What other great lesson were they yet to learn? Verse 
31. , Why were Peter and the other disciples unwilling 
to believe this? Would it make things easier, or harder 
for them? Why did Jesus rebuke Peter so sharply? 
How did Jesus then go on to state the principle of 
living which leads to real fruitfulness-? Have you 
begun to learn it? Are you ashamed to be called Jesus’ 
follower, or are you glad to be? 

(4) The Scene of Glory on the Mountain. The 
“ high mountain apai't ” was probably Mount Hermon, 
the great whaleback ridge which rises to a height of 
nine thousand feet northeast of Galilee. The Trans- 
figuration was not on its summit, which is snowclad, 
even in midsummer, but on one of its lower ridges. It 
was Jesus’ habit to go into the mountains for quiet and 
for prayer. Usitally I-Ie went alone; this time He took 
three disciples with Him. When had He done this once 
before ? See chapter 5. Tell the story of what hap- 
pened this time.^ Why do you, think Elijah and Moses 
were the two heavenly messengers sent to commune 
■with Plim? With which part of God''s revelation of His 
will was each connected? What was true about their 
departure from this life? Was Peter’s .suggestion a good 
one ? By “ tabernacles ” He doubtless meant booths of 
boughs such as people in Palestine to this day often build 
on house roofs for use in summer. When before had a 
voice spoken out of heaven telling the Father’s ap- 
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proval of His beloved Son? Chapter i. What three 
words are added now tliat were not spoken before? 
Wily ? What do those same woials say to mi' 

(5) The Scene of Trouble Dozvn Dclozv. Tell what 
was happening- at the foot of the mountain while Jesus 
and the three leading disciples were absent. Show how 
great a difference there was between the scene on the 
mountain and the scene below. How do you account 
for it? How did Jesus turn defeat into victory? What 
did He say was the key to victory in such difficult 
service as this? 9:29. 

(6) Three Hard Lessons for Disciples To Learn. 
The first of these was the lesson about Himself, which 
the disciples found so hard to grasp. Knowing how 
important it was for them to learn it, He followed a 
true principle of teaching by repeating it. 

The second was the lesson of humility, which He 
taught by using a little child as His illustration. The 
child may have been Peter’s boy. They were in Caper^ 
naum now, where Peter’s home was. Notice how beau- 
tiful are the words (v. 37) which Jesus spoke with the 
child in His arms. 

The third lesson was about the right way to treat 
others. Notice that it is John, who was probably the 
youngest and certainly the most beloved of the disciples, 
who made the statement which drew this teaching from 
Jesus. Was it because his conscience was troubling 
him, do you think, regarding what they had done? 
How ought we to feel toward all who are honestly 
trying to serve Jesus, even though they do not always 
believe just as we do? Verse 40. Plow did Jesus show 
that the future life is even more important than the 
present ? Verses 43 " 4 ^* This life is full of tests "which 
are meant to burn out the dro.ss in us and free the 
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“salt” which keeps the earth from spoiling (v. 50). 
See what Jesus said about His followers in Matthew 
5:13. Those who have the real salt in them will live 
at peace with others. 

2. From thi? CivAss 

Discuss with the boys and girls why the disciples did 
not want Jesus to die, and what difference it would have 
made, for us if they could have had their way. Get 
their opinion also as to why Jesus took Peter, and 
James, and John with Him up into the mountain and no 
other disciples ; also why the others made such a failure 
in their attempt to cast the evil spirit out of the boy. 

3 . Points To MAicii Ctuar 

(1) Jesus was patient with the disciples’ slowness of 
understanding-, but rebuked Peter when he tempted 
Him to turn back from the Cross. This shows how 
central and absolutely important the Cross was in His 
life-work. 

(2) The one thing no one can selfishly hold on to 
without losing it is his own life. It mu,st be freely 
spent for others. 

(3) The true rule for Christian success is what Jesus 
said in chapter 9:35. 

4 . The IyESson in Verse 
F airest Lord Jesus, 

Ruler of all nature, 

O Thou of God and man the Son; 

Thee will I cherish, 

Thee will I honor. 

Thou, my soul’s Glory, Joy, and Crown. 
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Not always on the Mount may we 
Rapt in the heavenly vision- be; 

'file Mount for vision— but below 
The paths of daily duty go. 

If I covet one high grace,/ 

It is this — upon iny face 
Just to show an inner light 
To illumine others’ night. 

Give me such a look — so high — 

That the saddest passer-by, 

Of a sudden, glad, shall say,. 
Somewhere shines the sun today. 

— Anna Bnrnham Bryant. 


Fair i.s the snnsliine. 

Fairer still the moonlight. 

And all the twinkling, starry host: 

Jesus shines brighter-, 

Jesus shines purer, 

'[.'ban all tire angels heaven can boast. 

— Anonymous. 


Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 

My Prophet, Priest, and King, 

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 

Weak is the effort of rny heart. 

And cold my warmest thought; 

But when I see Thee as Thou art. 

I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

— John Newton. 



LESSON VI 


GOING UP TO JERUSALEM 


Read Chapter lo. Memorise 10:4s 

1. Review op Lessons One to Five 

( 1 ) Make an outline map of Palestine, Using the one 
on page 6 as a guide. Locate on it (a) the place 
where John the Baptist baptized Jesus; (b) the place 
where Jesus called the first disciples from their fishing 
boats and nets; (c) the city which Pie made Plis head- 
quarters — where He healed the palsied man let down 
through the roof; where Pie called the tax collector; 
and where He raised the ruler’s daughter to life ; 
(d) the place on the east shore of the Sea of Galilee 
where Pie cast out the evil spirits who went into the 
.swine, and the one on the northeast shore where Pie 
fed the five thousand. 

(2) Show how Jesus’ popularity grew, by telling 
(a) of the crowds that thronged Him at Capernaum, 
at eventide, with their sick; (b) of the throngs along 
the seashore, to whom He spoke in parables ; and (c) of 
the throngs that pressed upon Him when the woman 
touched the hem of His garment. 

, (3) Tell why the scribes and Pharisees opposed Plim, 
and how they tried to hinder His work. 

(4) What had He been trying to teach His disciples 
regarding Him.self, and how well had they learned the 
lesson ? ' ■ 

2. The Scenes in the S'roRV 

In teaching this lesson and those that follow, avoid 
40 
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stirring itp prejudice in the minds of boys and girls 
against the Jews. It was their leaders, whose hypocrisy 
Jesus rebuked, and who would not repent under the 
preaching either of John the Baptist, or of Jesus, who 
led the nation to reject Jesus and bring about His death. 
Omit the paragraph about divorce and begin this 
lesson with 

( 1 ) Blessing the Little Children. Have the class tell 
this incident; they will surely know it. Jesu.s was 
patient with the disciples’ ignorance and misunderstand- 
ing, but here was something: that stirred Him to indig- 
nation. Why? What is it in little children which we 
must all have if we are to enter the kingdom ? 

(2) Calling the Young Man To Leave All and Polloiv 
Him. Here again is a familiar story which the class 
should know. Get them to tell it vividly, as Mark does. 
How did the young man show his earnestness? How 
did Jesus put him to the test? What made Je,sus love 
him? Why did He put him to the severer test of giving 
up all his property? What showed that he really loved 
it more than he was ready to love Jesus? '• 

What did Jesus go on to teach His disciples regarding 
the love of money? Notice the word “trust”: in 
verse 24. So long as we love money and trust in it, 
making it really our god, what is impossible ? Verse 25. 
What is the real reward for following Jesus with our 
whole hearts? Is there a higher roll of honor' (verse 
31) than the world’s list of millionaires, or even the list 
of the Hall of Fame? Who will be on it? 

(4) Reproving Selfish Ambition. What was Jesus 
thinking of as they journeyed on to Jerusalem ? What 
did His thoughts write on His face ? and what effect did 
this have upon the disciples ? What details does He 
now, give regarding what awaits Hirn at Jerusalem? 
While these thoughts were in Jesus’ mind, and these 
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words on His lips, what request was made by two of 
His closest and dearest followers? What made them 
make such a request at this time? How did Jesus use 
it to teach the lesson of micalculating service? What 
standard did He set up for all His followers? Verse 43. 
How did He himself set the example of it ? Verse 45. 

(S) Giving Sight to the Blind Beggar. Beggars in 
the East are very persistent. They will follow, for long 
distances, people who are on foot or in vehicles, crying 
baksheesh, which means “ alms.” Show how this beg- 
gar was just as earnest, but for a better reward. Why 
was he so much more ready to believe in Jesus than were 
many others ? Who hindered and who helped him ? 
How did he show that his faith was not merely selfish? 
Verse 52. What gospel hymn has used this incident as 
a basis ? It will be well to have the class commit it. 

3. From tite Ceass 

Find out whether the boys and girls have younger 
brothers or sisters, and whether they merely treat them 
as “kids,” or care for them at all as Jesus did for' the 
children tie met. Talk with the class about the subject, 
of money, and what Jesus really wants us to think and 
feel concerning it. 

4. PoiN't’s To Make Clear 

(1) Jesus loved all sorts of people: little children, the 
young rulei-j the blind beggar. His disciples^ even when 
they disappointed Him. 

(2) To be a great servant of others is better than to 
hold any high place in the world’s favor. 

(3) Bring out Jesus’ courage in bravely going for- 
ward to the Cross, and. His thoughtful interest in all 
around FHm, even at a time when He might have been 
thinking chiefly of himself. 
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5. The Lesson in Verse 

Jesus, I my cross have taken. 

All to leave, and follow Thee; 

Destitute, despised, forsaken, 

Thou, from hence, my All shall he. 

Perish every fond ambition; 

All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known ; 

Yet how rich is my condition, 

God and heaven are still my own. 

• — Henry P. Lyte. 

Hi * 

True-hearted, whole-hearted, faithful and loyal, 
King- of our lives, by Thy grace we will l>e; 
Under Thy .standard, exalted and royal. 

Strong in Thy strength, we will battle for Thee. 
Peal out the watchword, silence it never, 

Song of our spirits rejoicing and free; 
True-hearted, whole-hearted, now and for ever, 
King of our lives, by Thy grace we will be. 

— Frances R. liavcrgal. 

:(< * J|< 

What means this eager, anxious throng. 

Which moves with busy haste along. 

These wondrous gatherings day by day? 

What means this strange commotion, pray? 

In accents hushed the throng reply : 

“ Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.” 

Jesius! ’tis He who once below 
Man’s pathway trod, ’mid pain and woe; 

And burdened ones, where’er Tie came. 

Brought out the sick, and deaf, and lame. 

The blind rejoiced to hear the cry: 

“Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.” , , 

— Bnima Campbell. 
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FACING HIS FOES 

Read Chapters ii and is. Memoriae ii:p 

1. Tmi Scenus IN THiv Story 

(1) Riding Into Jerusalem as King. If it can be had, 
show the class a picture of Jerusalem as it was in Jesus’ 
day. At any rate, show a map of the city and its sur- 
roundiii,5S. Bethany was on the eastern slope of the 
Mount of Olives. The road Jesus took in entering 
Jerusalem came around the southern shoulder of the 
mount, where the view of the city would suddenly burst 
upon the approaching company. Many others were 
coming to Jerusalem at the same time, in order that 
they might keep the Feast of the Passover. 

Tell how the ass’ colt, unbroken, was obtained for 
Plim to ride upon. Did it belong, do you think, to some 
disciple of His? How did the people show that they 
believed Him to be the Messiah, for whom they were 
looking? The words with which they greeted Him 
(v. 9) are taken from the One Hundred and Eighteenth 
Psalm, which was chanted by the people at the Pass- 
over time. 

(2) Driving Evil Out of God’s House. His inspec- 
tion on Palm Sunday (v. ii) revealed the evil; the next 
day He dealt with it (v. 15-18). What were the 
money-changers doing there ? Did they help, or hinder, 
the worship of God? Plow did it show great courage 
on Jesus’ part to attack them? Why did Pie do it? 

(2) Showing What Faith Can Do. The fig tree 
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PACING HIS POES 

stood for the Jewish nation, which was full of profes- 
sion, but not of fruit, Jesus’ sentence upon it showed 
that it was not to be permitted to stand in the way of 
the Kingdom of God. Even though its opposition was 
like a mountain in the way, it could not stop the prog- 
ress of the Kingdom, provided His followers had faith 
in Him. What great verse about prayer did this lead 
Him to speak? What one condition already emphasized 
in the Lord’s Prayer does He here repeat? 

(4) Silencing Evil-Minded Questioners. Was it right 
for the Jewish leaders to demand His authority when He 
did such a deed as cleansing the Temple? How did 
His question in return really answer theirs ? How did 
it do more : show their insincerity, and silence them ? 

(5) The Wicked ITushandmen. How did this parable 
set forth the way in which the Jewish leaders were treat- 
ing Him, and the result that was sure to follow ? The 
Scripture He quoted (v. 10) was again taken from the 
great psalm used at Passover time, the One Hundred 
and Eighteenth. What did it prophesy about their 
treatment of Him, and the way in which it was to be 
overruled ? 

(6) The Three Hard Questions. What three ques- 
tions were now put to Him to entrap Him ? What was 
the trap in the first one, about the tribute money? How 
did the Sadducees, by the second one, try to show that 
there was no future life? How did the scribe, by the 
third one, try to get Him to declare for some one of the 
Ten Commandments as more important than the others ? 
How did Jesus convincingly answer all of these three 
test questions ? How did He show His per.sonal interest 
in the one questioner who showed a teachable spirit? 

(7) The Question All Must Ansiver. What question 
did Jesus ask them in return? Why is this the great 
question which all of us must answer? Who only could 
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be both David’s son and David's Lord ? Can you truly 
call Hiiiij as David did, “ My Lord ” ? . 

(8) The Woman Who Gave Much. The story of 
this day of storm ends with this beautiful incident of 
generosity. How does It show Jesus’ keenly observing 
eye? His hearty word of praise? liis quickness to 
point out an object-lesson? 

; . 2. From the Ceass 

Get from the boys and girls their ideas as to why 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem the way He did; also why He 
cleansed the Temple; and why He used a parable to 
show His estimate of the scribes and Pharisees. Point 
out how by a parable He could paint their conduct when 
direct words about it would no doubt have been silenced. 

Ask them also which two of the Ten Commandments 
they consider the most important ; then bring out the 
two which Jesus said were the greatest, and show how 
they include all the ten. 

3. Points To Make CeEar 

(l) Jesus showed that He was not only the great 
Teacher and Healer, but that, as God’s Son, He had 
royal authority. The ass was the beast upon which it 
was customary for kings to ride, and from His Father’s 
House Jesus cast out the evil which He judged. 

I ( 2 ) He also was supreme in declaring truth. His 

lif; three answers , to the trap questions cast the clearest 

light ever thrown upon three great matters which con- 
cern us all: (a) our duty toward the world in which we 
live, and our supreme duty towai'd God; (b) the present 
life a preparation for the future one; and (c) what God 
most of all requires of us. 
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4 . Tht; Lijsson in Verse 

All glory, laud, and honor 
To Thee, Redeemer, King ! 

To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, 

Thou David's royal Son, 

Who in the Lord’s name cometh. 

The King and Blessed One. 

— Theodiilph of Orleans. 

}|< ^ ^ 

Ride on ! ride on in majesty ! 

Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry; 

O Saviour meek, pursue Thy road 

With palms and scattered garments strewed. 

Ride on ! ride on in majesty ! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, 

Then take, O God, Thy power, and reign. 

— Henry H. Milman. 

jjt j|t ^ 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gate.s, 
Behold, the King of Glory waits; 

The King of kings is di'awing near; 

The Saviour of the world is here. 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer, and love/ and joy. 
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Redeemer, come: I open wide 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide. 

Let me Thy inner presence feel; 

Thy grace and love in me reveal. 

— George Weissel. 



LESSON VIII 


THE vSUFFERING SAVIOUR 


Read Chapter 14. Memorize Verse 38 


1. The Scenes in the Story 


(i) The Point We Have Reached. Where is Jestis 
now, and why has He come? For what great experi- 
ence has He been trying to prepare His disciples ? 

Chapter 13 contains His talk with them, as they sat 
together on Tuesday evening on the western slope of 
Olivet, and looked over the city spread before and be- 
neath them. As the setting sun glorified the Temple 
buildings, Fie told His followers of the certain destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and of His own coming again. The 
meaning of the teaching of this chapter is difficult 
enough for adults, so we omit the study of it here. The 
one great word in the chapter which is unmistakably 
clear, and which all should heed, is the word with which 
it closes, “ Watch.” 

Though the chapter deals with dark days and trying 
experiences, it rings with final triumph and glory. 
Have the boys and girls see this and realize how the 
certainty of this helped Jesus in going forward to 
the Gross. 

■ (2) The Woman Who .Showed Her Rove for Him. 
While His foes Were plotting to seize Flim without stir- 
ring up trouble (chapter 14:1,2), He found His one 
quiet and welcome abode in a home in Bethany. ' The 
head of that family was a leper, perhaps now dead, as 
he is not anywhere else mentioned except here. In that 

'T,' 49 


50 


STORY OP THE LORD JESUS— API RK 


liome were two sisters, Mary and Martha, and their 
, brother, Lazarus. Of them we leani more in the other 
Gospels. Here we have the lovely story of Mary’s faith, 
which showed itself in a deed of micalculating love 
which has made her memory fragrant in all the world 
until this day. The home may have been one of means 
as well as comfort. The ointment was probably a family 
treasure. Its value, as the onlookers estimated it, was 
about seventy-five dollars, a much greater sum than that 
amount now. Why was she criticized for her deed ? 
How did Jesus defend her? What words of His (v. 8 ) 
have become a motto ever since to express unselfish 
service? And what further words of His continued the 
prophecy of His death? 

( 3 ) Preparing for the Passover Feast. See the con- 
trast now between Mai-y’s deed of love and Judas’ deed 
of treachery. How could he be guilty of it ? 

What was the Feast of the Passover, or, as Mark 
calls it here, of Unleavened Bread? Read about it in 
Exodus 13, and in any good Bible dictionary. Plow did 
Jesus plan to keep secret the place where they were to 
eat it, so that they might not be interrupted before it 
W’as over? Every guest chamber in Jerusalem would be 
in great demand; thousands upon thousands of the visi- 
tors W'ould have to sleep, as well as eat their Passover 
meal, in the open air; how then may w'e account for 
the readiness of this houseowner to give up his large 
upper room for the use of Jesus and Plis disciples. Was 
he, do you think, himself a follower of Jesus ? Probably 
this is the same upper room later used for gatherings of 
the early Christian believers. 

( 4 ) 'Fhe Warnings. It was their custom to recline on 
couches placed around the table, and to eat the food , 
from a common dish. What sad announcement did 
Jesus have to make as they were eating? (See verses 
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17-21,) And what other sad announcement, regarding ji 

all the disciples and their leader, did He make after they 
left the table ? These warnings emphasize for all of us 
what Jesus later said in the garden (v. 38). 

(5) The Loaf and the Cup. Jesus took the bread and , 

the wine connected with the Passover, and made them v' 

the simple symbols for His new covenant of salvation. 

His death and His resurrection were to seal that cove- b 

nant and give it value forever for all who follow ITim. 

There has been much discussion about the words Jesus ; 

used in instituting the Lord’s Supper; the heart of the 
matter was, and is, that He was giving His life for all , f, 

those who trust, and love, and obey Him. ; 

(6) The Prayer in the. Garden. Perhaps the best way |- 

to bring home this great scene to the hearts of the boys s) 

and girls is simply to reverently read the very words of ji J 

Mark in verses 32 to 42. The purpose should be to ij) 

enter with real sympathy into the spirit of the scene, |; 

and to appreciate what our Lord had to suffer for us all. 

What this was may be realized by what is said of Him j‘: 

in verse 33, by what He said in verse 34, and by the 

tact that He prayed that the hour might be shortened, 

lest its severity might overwhelm Him and prevent His 4) 

going forward to the Cross. The change in His words |' 

to the disciples between verse 41 and verse 42 is to be 

explained by the appearance at that moment of the 

armed band led by Judas. 

(7) The Kiss of the Traitor. Describe the intrusion 

of the rough mob into the sacred quiet of the Garden , : ;ii 

scene. The traitor overdid his part. The Greek word !' 

translated “ki.s.sed” (v. 45) really means “kissed 
much.” It was customary for pupils to greet their 
teachers with a kiss on the hand, or the cheek. How ^ 

the touch of those false lips must have hurt Jesus ! ; 

Which of, Jesus’ followers would most likely be the j; 
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impetuous one to draw a sword? He is not named 
here, although Mark, well knew who he was, probably 
because such an act coming to the ears of the authori- 
ties might have made trouble for Peter. John, in his 
Gospel, written many years later, mentions. both Peter’s 
name, and the name (Malchus) of the man who lost his 
ear. Luke (22:51) also tells that Jesus healed the ear. 

The great figure in the scene is Jesus himself; show 
how strong, and calm, and brave He is in facing 
His foes. 

( 8 ) Falsely Charged Before His Foes. Describe the 
night scene in the palace of the high priest. What 
shows the prejudice and the injustice of His prose- 
cutors? What was the only charge they could bring 
against Him? Even then how did they twist His 
words? See verse 27, and compare this with His words 
in John 2:19-21. Why was He silent in the face of 
slander, but outspoken when called upon to declare 
whether or not He was the Christ ? Why did they take 
this as blasphemy? 

(9) Denied by His Leading Follower. Contrast with 
the courage of Jesus in this hour the weakness of Peter, 
but do not fail to remember his penitence as well (v. 72). 

Throughout this chapter and the next, each so full of 
stirring events that grip the heart, the teacher should 
bring out the story feelingly, but simply and straight- 
forwardly. The story itself is likely to make a deeper 
impression than many words of comment upon it Will 
make. 

2. From The Class 

Draw out from them: what they think about Mary’s 
deed; about Peter’s denial; about the conduct of all the 
disciples during the severe testing through which they 
had to pass on this great night. If they are inclined to 
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be critical, show that Jesus realized the disciples’ weak- 
ness, but, wliile grieved by it, did not condemn them. 

Draw out from them also what they think about Jesus’ 
unwillingness to use His divine power to protect himself 
from His foes. Then speak particularly about Peter and 
his failure to be loyal to Jesus, and draw the lesson 
from it. 

3. Points To Maku Clear 

( 1 ) The connection between the Passover and the 
Lord’s Supper, and how there underlies both the great 
truth about Jesus’ body broken, and His blood shed, to 
save sinners. 

(2) The danger of being impulsit'e, and headstrong, 
and unwilling to listen to warnings, as shown in Peter’s 
case. 

(3) The evil in the human heart which when uncon- 
trolled leads to such deeds as those done against Jesu.s 
that night. 

(4) The beautiful service that may be done for Jesus, 
as illustrated by Mary’s deed. 

4. The Lesson IN Verse 

’Tis midnight ; and on Olive’s brow 
The star is dimmed that lately shone; 

’Tis midnight ; in the garden now 
The .suffering Saviour prays , alone. 

’Tis midnight ; and, for others’ guilt, 

The Man of Sorrows weeps in blood; 

Yet He that hath in anguish knelt 
Is not forsaken by His God. 
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’Tis iiiidnig'ht ; from tlie heavenly plains 
Is borne the song that angels know; 
Unheard by mortals are the strains 
That sweetly soothe the Saviour’s woe. 

• — IVilliam B. Tap pan. 

* * --t! =1= 

Into the woods my Ma.ster went, 

Clean forspent, forspent. 

Into the woods my Master came, 

Forspent with love and shame. 

But the olives they were not blind to Him, 
The little gray leaves were kind to Him, 
The thorn-tree had a mind to Him, 

When into the woods He came. 

Out of the woods my Master went. 

And He was well content. 

Out of the woods my Master came. 

Content with love and shame. 

When Death and Shame would woo Him last 
"I'was on a tree they slew Him — last 
When out of the woods He came. 

— Sidney Lanier. 



LESSON IX 


DYING TO SAVE US 
Read Chapter Memorise Verse 

1. Tin; SciiNES in thi; Story 

( i) Recall the Events of Passion Week. They began 
on Sunday with the Triumphal Entry and Jesus' silent 
inspection of the Temple, its crowds, and what they 
were doing. On Monday He entered again and drove 
from the Temple those who were desecrating it. As He 
came in that morning, He saw the barren fig tree and 
sentenced it. As they came in the next morning, they 
saw the fig tree withered up, and Jesti.s drew the lesson 
from it of judgment upon those who profess much, but 
produce no fruit. 

That day, Tuesday, was the great day of debate in the 
Tetnple. Jesus answered the question about John the 
Baptist’s authority. He spoke the parable of the Wicked 
Husbilndmen. He answered the test questions about the 
tribute money, the woman who had seven husbands, the 
great commandment; then He asked in return the test 
question about Himself, and ended the day by approving 
the poor widow’s generous gift. That evening, on the 
Mount of . Olives, lie talked with the disciples about 
future event.s, and bade them be watchful. 

Wednesday passed in quiet, probably at Bethany. 
Thursday, as evening drew nigh, He sent two disciples 
to secure the upper room and prepare the Passover 
meal. At the table He foretold His betrayal and His 
denial, and instituted the . Lord’s Supper. After the 
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Supper they went out to Gethseraane, where Judas be- 
trayed Him to the band, and He was taken to the high 
prie,st’s palace for examination. There He declared 
himself to be the. Son of God, and was condemned for 
blasphemy. There, too, Peter denied Him. 

(2) Before the Roman Governor. The Jewish lead- 
ers could condemn Jesus, but they had no authority to 
sentence Him to death ; therefore the}'- traii.sf erred the 
ca.se to Pilate. Pilate, fearing only Jewish in.surrection, 
naturally asked the question of verse 2. Jesus’ answer, 
“Thou sayest,” was a most positive “Yes; I am,” 
Why beyond that was Jesus silent? How was Pilate 
really being judged by his. Prisoner? 

(3) Barabhas, or Jesus f Describe this scene and 
show how it brings out Pilate’s w'eakness. Convinced 
of Jesus’ innocence. He vainly tries to save I-Iiui with- 
out getting himself into trouble with the Jews. Plow is 
Pilate’s question in ver.se 12 one that every one has to 
answer? How is his question in verse 14 one that no 
one can answer ? 

(4) On the Way to Calvary. Why did the soldiers 
mock Him ? Had He done anything to hurt them ? 
Who became the cross-bearer? Alexander and Rufus 
were no doubt known to Mark. The service which was 
pressed upon their father must have led both him and 
them to faith in the Crucified One. The Rufus men- 
tioned here may well be the one greeted, by Paul in 
Romans 16:13. 

(5) The Crucified Saviour. The effect of this lesson 
will depend greatly upon the spirit in which the teacher 
and the class approach it. If the teacher deeply feels 
all that is involved in the scene, the class will feel it, 
too. The story should be told simply and with restraint, 
but with deep feeling. 

The place is probably the low hill north of the Damas- 
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CHS Gate, which to tliis day bears somewhat the appear- 
ance of a skull, the hollow eyes being twd caves. Show 
a photograph of it if you can. Bring out , in succession 
(a) the offer of the anodyne which He would not 
touch, because He would not blur Hi.s senses as He 
faced the supreme hour; (b) the soldier.s, interested 
only in securing His clothes for themselve.s ; (c) the 
superscription placed above His head on the cross; 
(d) the two robbers (Luke tells of the repentance of 
one of them); (e) the railing of the passing crowd; 
(f) the mocking of the . chief priests, who of all were 
mo.st responsible, for they had most fight; (g) the 
darkness, veiling the face of heaven from the scene ; 
(h) the cry of the Saviour’s breaking heart; (i) the 
rending of the veil, signifying what the scene was 
doing in opening the way for us all into the presence 
of the Father; (j) the testimony of the open-minded 
centurion; (k) the loyalty of the faithful women. 

( 6 ) The Burial. Show now how, even from the 
ranks of His foes, a hitherto unconfessed believer came 
forth to bury His body. Thus a suitable tomb was pro- 
vided and the way opened for convincing evidence of 
His resurrection. The service of love which Joseph 
rendered to the body anticipated what was in the hearts 
of the devoted women, 

2. From the Ceass 

Ask what they think they would have said had they 
been in the crowd when Pilate asked the question of 
verse 12 ; and how they think everyone now has to 
face that question. , 

3. Points To Make Ceear 

(i) The effect the Crucifixion had upon those who 
saw it ; (a) the pas,sers-by; . (b) the chief priests ; 
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(c) the centurion; (d) the loyal and devoted women; 
(e) Joseph of Arimathaja. 

(2) What the Crucifixion should mean to each of us. 
See what Peter says about this in i Peter 2 :24. 


There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 

Where the dear Loi'd was crucified, 
Who died to save us all. 


We may not know, we cannot tell. 
What pains He had to liear; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 


lie died that vve might be forgiven. 

He died to make us good. 

That we might go at last to heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 

There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 

He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in. 

O dearly, dearly has Pie loved. 

And we must love Him, too, 

And trust in liis redeeming blood. 

And try His works to do. 

— Mrs. Cecil F. Alexander. 
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When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss. 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it. Lord, that 1 should boast. 

Save in the death of Christ my God: 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See, from His head. His hands. His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet. 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? . 

Were the whole realm of nature mine. 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine. 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

— Isaac Watts. 


5 }« ^ ^ ♦ * 

The Way of Sorrows Thou for me hast trod; 
,My feet are loath to follow Thee, O God! 

Thy Sacred hands were pierced for love of me: 
My hands, O Jesus, labor not for Thee. 

The cruel cross Thou, Lord, for me did.st bear. 
Would I, a craven, fail Thy load to share? 

The thief who cried to Thee Thou didst not spur 
With penitence and love to Thee I turn ; 
Unstable, weak, yet would I follow Thee, 

Lord Jesus, guide and strengthen even me ! 

— H. A. Sprague. 



LESSON X 


AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD 

Read Chapter i6. Memorise V erse 20 

1. The Scenes in the Story 

(1) Review. Since this chapter is a short one, we 
may give part of otir time to a quick review of the les- 
sons. There may not be time even to mention all the 
most important scenes, but the teacher should be able to 
bring out: 

(a) The First Calling of the Disciples. 

(b) Some of the Greatest of the Miracles of 
Healing. 

(c) The Choosing and Sending Out of the Twelve, 

(d) Some of the Parables He Spoke. 

(e) The Two Feedings of the Multitudes. 

(f) The Transfiguration. 

(g) Some of the Great Scenes of the Last Week 
in Jerusalem. 

(2) The Open Tomb. Show how even the devoted 
women, and the disciples as well, did not expect the 
Resurrection, even though Jesus had promised it. Re- 
call 9:31 and 10:34. How does this make their testi- 
mony to the Resurrection all the stronger ? What did 
the women find oii the Easter morning, and what mes- 
sage was given, them to tell? 'I'hree .short words, “Tde 
is risen,” changed grief into hope, fear into courage,; 
and have served for multitudes since as a sure ground 
of hope both for this world and the next. 
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(3) The Appearances of the Risen Lord. Atark gives 
onl)' tliree of these. From the other Go.spels and from 
Paul we know that there were ten in all. In each case 
notice how Afark emphasizes the slowness to believe of 
those who .saw Him; 

(a) To Alary Magdalene. She had received much 
and had loved much; now she had the high 
privilege of being the first to see the Risen 
Lord. 

(b) To the two unnamed followers on their way to 
their country home. Luke tells fully about 
this appearance (Luke 24). 

(c) To the eleven in the upper room. What great 
commission did He entrust to them ? In what 
simple words did He put the way of salva- 
tion? What signs were to accompany tlieir 
testimony? How this promise was fulfilled 
the .study of the Acts will show. These mirac- 
ulous signs were granted for that great period 
of the first proclaiming of the gospel. What 
signs should and do follow its preaching now ? 

(4) The Witnesses. Where do we find the Lord 
Jesus as the Gospel ends, and where do we find His 
followers? What is our part in the great movement 
which they started ? 

2. FkOM THU Cl,ASS 

Get them to talk freely of some of the things they 
have learned in these studies, that they did not know 
before; especially, of what they now think about Jesus. 

3. Points, T o Make ClivAr 

( I ) The value of the Resurrection. Show how it 
changed these sad and disheartened ones into joyous 



62 STORY OF THU LORD JESUS— MARK 

witnesses, ready to face anything in order to tell the 
story of the Lord Jesus.' 

( 2 ) Then show how it is one thing, and a good thing, 
to know the .story of Jesus, when He was here upon 
earth ; but another, and a .still better, thing to know that 
the Lord Jesus is with us now, even though we cannot 
see Him; and that He tvorks with vs if we love and 
trust Him. 

4. Thu Lusson in Vursu 

All hail this joyous Easter morn, 

When earth arises newly born. 

The daffodil has left the mold 
To praise the Lord with lips of gold; 

The butterfly its coffin rends 
And to the sunlit sky ascends; 

And every bush and tree and clod 
Uplifts an offering to God. 

Salute this glorious Easter day. 

When angels rolled the stone away. 

And from the dark and lowly door 
The Lord, arisen, came of yore; 

His feet among the lilies white, 

His garments aureoled with light, 

And in His hands for thee and me 
The gift of immortality. 

— Minna Irving. 

^ ^ ^ }j4 

When up the east the glory swept, 

And from the grave the Lord Christ sprang, 

•Dead hope, that like the sluggard slept, 

Leaped from the earth ! The bltie heavens rang , 
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With exultation loud and long ! 

Gretit expectation from the dead 
Awoke, and, with triuinphant song, 

The radiant way from Calvary led. 

Christ's Easter hath this message sent: 

"Life's quiver is with arrows filled; 

For endless years the bow is bent, 

/Vnd life with endless hope is thrilled.’’ 

— Bisho/> WilUani A. Qitaylc. 

Crown Him with many crowns. 

The Lamb upon His throne ; 

Hark ! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own : 

Awake, my soul, ;md sing 
Of Him who died for thee. 

And hail tlim as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 

— Matthew Bridges. 

^ ^ * * 

I envy not the 'IVelve, nearer to me is He ; 

The. life He once did live on earth He lives again 
in me. 

Ascended now to God, my witness there to be ; 

His witness here am I, because His Spirit dwells 
in me. 

— Maltbie D. Babcock. 
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Two to Six V/eel^’ Courses for 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools 


^ These simple Bible courses have been prepared especially for 
the small rural and town organizations. They are written by Laura 
Merrihcw Adams, Ruth B. Taylor, and Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall. 
and edited by Rev. James McConaughy, Litt.D., all of whom h.ive 
had wide experience in smaller schools of limited facilities. 

Primary and Junior Courses 

For both the Primary and Junior ages tliree separate courses 
are offered. Primary I, II and 111 and Junior I, II and III. Each 
course contains a full daily program adapted for a two weeks’ 
session, while the three courses may be used successively for a six 
weeks’ session. Books are durably bound in ile.xible doth and 
contain from 34 to 68 pages. Each book, 25 cents. 

Teacher’s Manual 

134 Pages, Cloth Bound, 50 cents 

Deals particularly with organization of the Daily Vacation 
Bible Schoo!s,'the program, teacher’s qualifications, memory work, 
hand work, final program, and other features that make up a success- 
ful school. Also contains twenty chalk, health and oWeet talks and 
thirty missionuy stories suitable for boys and girls of Primary and 
Junior age. 

Daily Vacation. Bible School Certificate 
FOR. SATISFACTORY -WORK 

Appropriately designed to illustrate work in Vacation 
Schools. Printed in red and blue on heavy, durable paper. One 
design for Primary and one for the Junior — each good for three 
year-s. Forty cents per dozen. Seals for second and third yeans, 
ten cents per dozen. 


AmeriGau Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut St. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


A Y aludhle Aid in Teaching 
THe Union Bible Pictures 

Edited b 3 i JAMES McCONAUGHY, Litt.D. 

200 Pictures By Modern Artists 

arranged in 

Two Series op 100 Each 
Series Ohe: Illustrating the Old Testament 
Series Two: Illustrating the New Testament 
each sheet measures. 6 x 8 inches 

The two hundred pictures in these two series are the cream 
of the work of the many artists who have undertaken to paint 
Biblical subjects. 

Price of EACH Series. $1.85 Postpaid 

The Two Series will be sent for. .............. . $3.50 

Smaller quantities than lOO will be sold at 2 cents each 
(We cannot accent orders for less than ten) . 

. A special feature of this publication, is the printed informa- 
tiott accompanying each picture, which gives: 

1. The full text of the Bible incident which the picture illustrates. 

The picture is thus never without its related passage. , 

3. The most important facts relative to the artist, the school of 
painting to which he belonged, and the training which fitted him 
for his tvork. This will help those who use the pictures better to 
appreciate other pictures by the same artist and to discriminate , 
between his work and that of others. 

3. And most important, a statement of what one with .artistic' 
training and spiritual insight sees in the picture. This should 
reveal to less accustomed eyes many unsuspected beauties, and 
suggest how the picture can be used to the best advantage in 
the work of teaching. 

Write for Comfilete Illustrated List 

American Sunday-School Union 

1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphlti, Pe. 


